pages 228 and 348) but specific examples are not analysed in detail. Perhaps the space devoted to chapter 8 might have been better employed in a consideration of analytical techniques and their limitations.
On the whole, this is a useful review of an ill-understood field and Professor Ogston has presented an integrated account of a number of interrelated physiological processes which all too often are considered separately in teaching curricula, to the detriment of subsequent research. D This short book is a compilation of articles that have appeared in the Journal of Clinical Chemistry and Clinical Biochemistry over the past few years. It is by no means a comprehensive review of the subject but rather a series of essays by a few international, but mainly German, experts in laboratory medicine. The book will be a disappointment to those who hoped to find in it a description of the developments which have taken place in the past few decades and have led to the production of the typical clinical chemistry laboratory of today. It will, however, be of great interest to those who view Clinical Chemistry 'in a wider context as one of the main pillars upon which the understanding and practice of modern medicine depends. Unfortunately, neither the format of the book as a whole nor the style of the individual authors lends itself to easy reading but this is a relatively small price to pay for the wealth of information, both factual and conceptual, that this small book contains. It can be recommended to any serious student of Chemical Biochemistry who wishes to know something about the conceptual and structural origins of his subject. The European Committee for Clinical Laboratory Standards (ECCLS) was inaugurated in June 1979 principally to promote the development, evaluation, approval and implementation of voluntary standards (recommendations) for clinical laboratory sciences and to maintain a forum for communication and mutual education between industry, the professions and the governmental health agencies.
This latter objective is addressed in this first book published by ECCLS, comprising the proceedings of the first three seminars of ECCLS in which each group in turn presented itself to the others. The first seminar was 'Industry and the Clinical Laboratory'; the second 'Professional Societies and Clinical Laboratory Science'; and finally 'Health Agencies and Clinical Laboratory Science'.
The programme of each of the 2-day seminars was carefully constructed to develop specific themes, and Book reviews 151 speakers were then invited for individual topics constituting the theme. The speakers themselves were all acknowledged experts and the book has been skilfully edited to provide a uniform logical presentation of European Clinical Laboratory Science in the Eighties. The book can, in consequence, be specially commended to all those who work in clinical laboratories; to those in the governmental health agencies responsible for scientific activities; and to those industrial companies who supply equipment, reagents and services to clinical laboratories. It is not possible in this brief review of the book to list the complete contents, but merely to highlight one or two of the papers and some of the themes of seminar sessions, in order that the reader can assess an idea of the interest and usefulness of the book. The philosophical but practical comments by Professor Lorentz Eldjarn and Dr Erik Magid on the needs and structure, respectively, of clinical laboratory sciences in Europe can be used to provide a brief insight into the future, as seen by two of the most eminent clinical laboratory practitioners. The papers by Grasbeck, de Verdier and de Vries Robbe on interpretation and clinical relevance of test results provide not just a 'present state of the art' account but also stimulating thoughts for the profession and for the other groups.
Of particular interest to the Health Agencies and to the individual Laboratory Director is the session on financial and economic aspects of clinical laboratories, when cost effectiveness, economic analysis, clinical utility of certain tests, etc. were all discussed and may of necessity be the prime consideration in the coming decade. For those in industry, the various needs of the clinical laboratories are identified in several papers throughout the book, but a particularly good overview of the European situation is provided by Dr Wahba of the World Health Organisation's European Division whilst setting the scene for the seminar on 'Industry and the Clinical Laboratory' .
The purpose in publishing this book was to contribute towards one of the objectives of ECCL5-mutual education for those in industry, health agencies or the profession associated with clinical laboratory practice. The book fulfils that educational role, there is something in it for everyone, but particularly there is the unique opportunity for discovering how and what 'the other man' is thinking or operates. The book was written following a course held at the University of California School of Medicine. It deals with the clinical applications of high-performance liquid chromatography (HPLC), but excludes other liquid chromatography techniques. In this respect the title of the book is not accurate.
There are three major parts: the first is devoted to an introduction to liquid chromatography (92 pages), the second to therapeutic drug monitoring and toxicology (153 pages), and the third to clinical
